Attorney Application for Appointment
and certification for indigent 

appointments in houston county

YEAR  2016
ATTORNEY CONTACT INFORMATION:

NAME: ______________________________________________
BAR NUMBER:_________________________

PHYSICAL ADDRESS (not a post office box):
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
MAILING ADDRESS:
______________________________________________________________________________
BUSINESS PHONE:
__________________________ 
CELL PHONE: ________________________________
FAX NUMBER: ___________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________
Date Licensed to Practice in Texas:_____________________________________________________________________

Law School: _____________________________________________________
Year graduated:___________________

Other relevant education: _____________________________________________________________________________

Date of Certification in Criminal Law:________________________ 
Appellate Law:__________________________

I understand that I must be available by FAX or E-Mail to receive notifications of appointment and must be able to be reached by the Court or Prosecutor by phone, pager, or voice mail from 8-noon-5p.m. every weekday.

I understand and agree that I will contact my client with 24 hours of receiving notification of my appointment and will personally visit my client within 3 working days if my client is incarcerated.
Have you ever been sanctioned or reprimanded by the State Bar?  
____________ Yes  ____________ No

If “yes”, explain: ___________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have any grievances pending?: 
_____________ Yes  _____________ No

If “yes”, explain: ___________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Years Experience in Criminal Litigation:____________________
Juvenile Litigation:_______________________
Hours of Criminal Law CLE completed in the last 12 months: _______________________________________

Hours of Juvenile Law CLE completed in the last 12 months: _______________________________________

I. INCLUSION ON THE APPOINTMENT LIST
1. I ask that my name BE CONSIDERED FOR INCLUSION on the list of licensed Attorneys eligible for court appointments in Houston County, Texas.
II. LICENSE AND CLE BACKGROUND

Please attach proof of Continuing Legal Education Hours.
1. Have you attended the Advanced Criminal Law Course?

YES

NO
a. If yes, what year: ________________________________________________

2. Have you attended the Juvenile Law Conference?

YES

NO

a. If yes, what year: ________________________________________________

3. Have you had at least 6 C.L.E. hours in criminal law in the last year?

YES

NO

4.  Have you had at least 6 C.L.E. hours in juvenile law in the last year?
YES

NO
III. LIST OF CASES TRIED

Felony cases tried to verdict before a jury:

    Cause#
      Court

1st/2nd Chair

Offense Grade

Date Tried

1. ____________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________________________________

5. ____________________________________________________________________________

Misdemeanor cases tried to verdict before a jury:

    Cause#
      Court

1st/2nd Chair

Offense Grade

Date Tried

1. ____________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________________________________

Juvenile cases tried to a verdict before a jury:

    Cause#
      Court

1st/2nd Chair

Offense Grade

Date Tried

1. ____________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

Number of juvenile cases handled: _________________________________________________

Civil jury trials tried to a verdict as 1st chair:

1. ____________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________________________________

I have  participated as counsel/co-counsel in at least (3) juvenile appeals: _____ Yes  ______ No
I have personally authored and filed at least five (5) criminal appellate briefs or post conviction writs of habeas corpus: _______ Yes  ________ No

I wish to be included on the list for lead counsel in death penalty cases and certify that I have tried to verdict as lead counsel fifteen (15) felony jury trials, and at least two (2) death penalty cases as either first or second chair: _______ Yes  ________ No

IV. CHECK ALL CASES FOR WHICH YOU ARE QUALIFIED AND VOLUNTEERING TO ACCEPT INDIGENT APPOINTMENTS IN HOUSTON COUNTY:
______MISDEMEANORS


Requirements:

1. Licensed to practice law and a member in good standing of the State Bar of Texas.

2. An attorney shall complete a minimum of six hours of CLE in the area of criminal law and procedure each year or be certified as a specialist in criminal law.

3. Not been the recipient of any public disciplinary action by the State Bar of Texas or any other attorney licensing authority of any state or the United States within the last three years.

______STATE JAIL AND THIRD DEGREE FELONIES


Requirements:

1. All requirements for Misdemeanors.

2. An attorney must have a minimum 2 years experience in criminal law.

3. Have tried to verdict at least three criminal jury trials as lead counsel or second chair.


______SECOND DEGREE FELONIES

Requirements:

1.  All requirements for State Jail and Third Degree felonies.

2. An attorney must have a minimum of 2 years experience in criminal law.

3. Have tried to conclusion at least three criminal jury trials including at least two felony trials. The styles and cause numbers of these cases must be listed above.

______FIRST DEGREE FELONIES


Requirements:

1.  All requirements for second degree felonies.

2. An attorney must have a minimum of 3 years experience in criminal law.

3. Have tried to verdict at least five criminal jury trials as lead counsel or second chair including at least three felony trials. The styles and cause numbers of these cases must be listed above.

______DEATH PENALTY CASES

You must be listed on the Roster of the First Administrative Judicial Section pursuant to Article 26.052 of the Code of Criminal Procedure.

______APPEALS (Adult & Juvenile)

Requirements:

1. Be currently board certified in criminal law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization; or

2. Have personally authored and filed at least three criminal appellate briefs or post-conviction writs of habeas corpus; or

3. Have submitted an appellate writing sample approved by a majority of the judges; or

4. Have worked as a briefing clerk or attorney of an appellate court for a period of at least one year.

JUVENILE CASES:


Requirements:
1. An attorney must be a licensed practicing attorney and a member in good standing with the State Bar of Texas.

2. An attorney shall complete a minimum of six hours of CLE in the area of juvenile law and procedure each year.

3. Must be knowledgeable in juvenile law and be aware of collateral consequences of a juvenile adjudication and disposition.

4. May not have been the recipient of any public disciplinary action by the State Bar of Texas or any other attorney licensing authority of any state or the United States within the last three years.

______CINS Charges or Delinquent Conduct, and Commitment to TYC is Not an Authorized Disposition:

1. Meet the requirements listed above for Juvenile Cases.

2. Must have a minimum one year of work experience in juvenile law.

3. Must have observed or participated in at least:

a. Three stipulated juvenile adjudications;

b. One contested juvenile adjudication;

c. Three juvenile dispositions; and,

d. Three detention hearings.

4. Participated in at least one criminal or juvenile trial.

______Delinquent Conduct, and Commitment to TYC Without a Determinate Sentence is an authorized disposition:

1. Meet the requirements listed above for Juvenile Cases.

2. Have a minimum one year of work experience in juvenile law; and,

3. Participated in ten criminal or juvenile cases, of which at least one was tried to a jury verdict. 

______Determinate Sentence Proceedings have been initiated; or Proceedings for Discretionary Transfer to Criminal 
Court have been initiated:

1. Meet the requirements listed above for Juvenile Cases.

2. Have a minimum of three years of work experience in juvenile law;

3. Participated in fifteen criminal or juvenile cases, of which at least five were tried to a jury verdict ;

4. Tried at least five criminal or juvenile cases as lead counsel. 

V. OTHER SKILLS
1. Are you fluent in any language other than English? 

YES

NO

a. If yes, what language(s): _____________________________________________
I am qualified to receive and want appointments in the categories indicated above.

I further agree to abide by the Canons of Ethics and the Lawyer’s Creed.  I also agree to require all persons retained or employed by me to also abide by all Canons and Lawyer’s Creed.

By my signature below, I swear or affirm that the information I have provided in this application is true and correct.









_______________________________________







Attorney’s Signature

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ________ day of _________________________, 20___.






_______________________________________

Notary Public, State of Texas
My Commission Expires: __________________


Approval for acceptance of appointments as indicated above:

_______yes     _______no

Signed:_______________________________________________________  Date:________________________

